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... do it wireless


I have a yacht/boat.  How do I get a better WIFI connection?
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The list of required products:

Antenna Flat 18

Link:
http://www.ferimex.com/en/product.php?Antenna_Flat_18
Price: approx. 47 Euros
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USB Adapter EL-3154
Link: 
http://www.ferimex.com/en/product.php?EL-3154  
Price: approx. 29 Euros

Pigtail cable: CFD 200 N/M – SMA 2 meters.
Price: approx. 9 Euros

Total cost:  approx. 85 Euros + shipping

Description:
You will need to install an outdoor antenna on your boat. We have different outdoor antennas. I recommend you use the Antenna Flat 18. This is a panel antenna with 18dBi gain and works in vertical polarization. The vertical and horizontal beam width is 30 degrees. It is waterproof and suitable for use in an outdoor environment. It looks nice and is not as obtrusive as metal grid antennas. The antenna should be pointed in the direction of remote hotspot.  The pointing doesn’t have to be exact. 
In ideal circumstances you may get a wireless connection from a hotspot that is up to 2 kilometers from your boat. The actual distance depends on the transmission power of the notspot and the level of interference. 

Remember that wave propagation in this frequency range is similar to light and you need to have clear line-of-sight between the hotspot antenna and your antenna. If there are any obstacles in between, such as other boats, buildings or trees, the maximum distance may be strongly reduced or the connection may be impossible. 

We have other antennas which have higher gain and allow larger distances, but these antennas are constructed with very narrow beam width (9 degrees or less). So they must be pointed directly at the hotspot antenna.  Because the boat is usually moving you may have a problem keeping the antenna pointed in the proper direction. From our experience the Antenna Flat 18 is the best compromise between performance and beam width.
The Antenna Flat 18 is just passive equipment. You can not plug it in directly to your computer or laptop. You have to use some wireless device to convert the antenna signal to something your computer can understand. We recommend using our universal adapter USB Adapter EL-3154. It can be simply plugged into a USB port on your desktop or laptop computer. The software driver is available for almost all operating systems.
You would also need to use pigtail cable to connect the USB adapter to the Antenna. We recommend you use a 2 meter long cable. The available cable lengths are 1m, 2m, 3m and 5m, but it is best to use the shortest length possible due to signal attenuation which may reduce the performance of the connection. 

Price information in this document is not updated. To request our latest pricelist please fill in the pricelist request form on our web page at:  http://www.ferimex.com/en/pricelist.php
More information about ordering paying and shipping: http://www.ferimex.com/en/FAQ.php
Do you have more questions?  Please send me an email at Jan@ferimex.com
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